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To the READER. 


or es 
BAL ial thefe Epifiles feparately for two Reafons ; 
: The one, that he might not impofe upon the 


Publick too much at once of what he thinks incorred; 
The other, that by this Method he might profit of its 
‘fudgement on the Parts, in order to make the Whole 
lefs unworthy of it. 
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to {can ; 


a & ‘The only Science of Mankind is Man. 


Plac’d on this Ifthmus of a Middle State, 
A Being darkly wife, and rudely great: _ | 
With too much Knowledge for the Sceptic Side, 
With too much Weaknefs for a Stoic’s Pride, 
He hangs between; in doubt to act, or ‘reff, 
To deem himfelf a Part of God, or Beaft; 
_ — &B In 
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In doubt, - Mind or Body to a, 

Born but to die, and reas’ning but to err; 

Alike in Ignorance, his Reafon fuch, 

~ Whether he thinks too little, or too much. 

Chaos of Thought and Paflion, all confus’d; 

“Stull by himfelf abus’d, or dif-abus'd;) 

Created half to rife, and half to fall; 

Great Lord of all things, yet a Prey to all ; 

Sole Judge of Truth, in endlefs Error hurl’d: 

The Glory, eft, and Riddle, of the! World! 

_ Go wondrous Creature! mount where Science guides, 
Go meafure Earth, weigh Air, and ftate the Tides, 

Inftruct the Planets in what Orbs to run, - 

Corredt old Timé, and regulate the Sun. 

Go foar with Plato to th’ penemes “ 

To the firft Good, firft Perfect, and firft —_ 

Or tread the mazy round his Follow’rs tro. 

And quitting Senfe call Imitating God; : 

* As Eaftern Priefts i in giddy Circles yun,.. 

And turn their heads. to imitate the’ ron ea 

Go, teach Eternal Wifdom how to rule; — 

Then drop into a esa and be a) Fool! ..... 
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Superior Beings, when of late they faw ° 
A mortal Man unfold. all Nature’s a, 
Admuir’d fuch: Wifdom, in an earthly Shape, | 
And fhow’d a NEwTon as we fhow an Ape. 

Could He who taught each Planet where to roll, 
Defcribe, or: ik; one Movement of the Soul? - 
Who mark’d their Points, to rife, and to pied) | 
Explain his own Beginning, ot his End? . | 
Alas what. wonder  Man’s fuperior Part | 
Uncheck’d: “may. rife,. and climb from ‘Art to Aft ;’ 
But when. his own great Work is but begun, . 
What Reafon weaves, by Paffion is undone. 

Two Principles in. Human Nature reign; ©. .! 
Self-Love, to-urge; and Reafon,; toxreftrain;:  -’ 
Nor this a good, nor: that a-bad.Wwe:call, . 
Each works. its.end: to move, 'origovern all: 
And to theig-proper Operation fill 9° ¢s 0 
Afcrike. all Good ;' to: their improper, Tih. ~ | 
+ Self-Love; ithe Spring of Motion, acts the Soul ; 
Reafon’ s comparing’ Balance rules ‘the whole; | 
Magi}: but for that;::nd Action could attend, - 
And but for this,’ were active to no End. - 
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(8) 
Fix’d like a Plant on his peculiar Spot,” 
To draw nutrition, propagate, -and rot ; 


Or Meteor-like flame lawlefs through the Void, 


_ Deftroying others, by himfelf  deftroy ‘ds 


Molt Strength the moving Principle requires, 


| Active its: Task, it prompts, impels, — an 


Sedate and quiet the comparing li¢s, : . 
Form’d but to check, delib’rate, and‘advife. 


- Self-Love ftill ftronger, as: its Objeas nigh ; 
Reafon’s: at ‘diftance and in profpect lye ; 


That fees immediate Good; by prefent Senfe, 
Reafon, the future, and the confequence ; oad 
Thicker than Arguments, ‘Ternptations shronig.! | 
At beft more watchful this, but that more frrong. 
The Action of. thé ftronger:to fufpend, © <4. - 
Reafon ‘ftll ufe,-to Reafon ftill attends. 
Attention, Habit and Experiénce ‘gains, eo 
Each ftrerigthens Reafon-and Self-Love reftrains: ‘- 
Let-fubtile Schoalmen teach‘thefe Friendsto fight, 
More ftudious to; divide, thafi to unite: » 72. ©. 
And Grace and Virtue, Senfe and:'Reafon. folie: 
With all the rafh Dexterity of Wit. : ° 2° ti 
= Wits, 


(9), 
Wits, juft like Fools, at War about a Name, 
Have full as oft, xo Meaning, or the fame. ° 
Self-Lové and Reafon.to one End afpire, : 
Pain their Averfion, Pleafure their Defire ; 
But greedy that its Object would devour, |. 
This tafte the Honey, and not -wound the Flower. 
Pleafure, or wrong or rightly underftood, 
Our greateft. Evil, or our greateft Good. - 

Modes of Self-Love,- the P.sssroNns we may call; - | 
Tis-real Good, or-feeming, moves them all: | 
But {ince not every Good we can divide, 

And Reafon bids us for our own provide ; 
Paffions tho” :fel#/h, if their Means be fair, : 

Lift :under Reafon, and deferve her Cate: - 
Thofe that gmparted, court a nobler Aim, | 

Exalt their Kind, and take fome Virtue’s Name, | 

In. lazy Apathy let Stoics boaft a 
Their. Virtue fix'd, tis fix’d as in.a Froft, 
Contracted all, retiring to the Brealt; _ 

But Strength.of Mind is Exercife, not Reft : 
The rifing Tempeft puts in act the Soul, 
Parts it may ravage, but preferves the whole. 
: C ' 4 : On 
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On Life’s vaft Ocean diverfely we fail, 
-Reafon the Card, ‘but Paffion 1s the Gale: | 
Nor Gop alone in the ftill Calm we find! -..° 
He mounts the Storm, and walks upon. the W ind 
Paffions;. like ‘Elements, tho’ barn to fight, 
Yet mix’d and foften’d, iri His Work unite: 
Thefe, ’tis enough to temper and employ, 
But what compofes Man, can Man. defiroy?- 5: 
Suffice that Reafon keep to. Natre’s Read! |” 
Subject; compound them, follow her, and Gop.., . 
Love, Hope, and Joy, fair Pleafure’s fmiling babnes 
Hate, Fear,‘ and. Grief, the Family of Pain ; 
Thefe mix’d with Art, ard to due Bounds confit, 
Make, and maintain, the Balance of the Mind: ;  - 
The Lights and Shades, whofe well-accorded Strife c 
Gives all the Strength and Cofour of our Life. 
Pleafures are ever.in our Hands or Eyes,’ _ 
And when in Act they ceafe, in Profpedt rife; .) 
Prefent to grafp, and future ftill te find, | 
_ The whole Employ of Body and of Mind. © 
All {pread their Charms, but charm: not all alike; 
On diff’rent Senfes diff’rent Objects :ftrike:: ... 
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Hence diff’rent Paflions more or lefs inflame, 
As {trong, or weak,. the Organs of the Frame ;. 
And henee one Mafter Paffion, m: the. Breaft,) _- 
Like Aaron’sSerpent; {fwallows up ,the reft.. 

As Man.perhaps, ene Nema t : 
Receives the lurking: Principle of Death, . 3 
The young Drfeafe: that muft fubdue at. Jéngth, . 
Grows with his. growth ahd! Atrengthens. with: his 
So, caft and mangled with his very:Frame;} + [Arength; 
The Mind’s Difeafe, ies: ruling Paffion: came: : oi 
Each’ vital: Huinour-which fhould feed the whale, 
Soon flows:to thé, in: Body and in Soull;-) i!) 2/1 
Whatever warms the heart, ‘or fills the head. 

As the Mind opens, and: its: Funtions fpreadj |: - 
Imagination plies her dang’ tows. ‘Art, ©) 7” had 
And pours/it-all:upen:the pdecant  Partes ii 04 
Nature its Mother, -Alabir-is ‘its: Nurfey “3-1 
Wit, Spirit, Faculties;ibut-makedtiworfes J...) 
Reajon itfelf but gives: Hded ‘and Pow?lr, ti Soi} 
As Heav’ns bleft Beam’turns.Viniegar :more ‘fow’r } 
WwW e, wretched Subjects, -tho’ ta lawful Sskay,’ 25: 
In this weak :Queeiz, fome Fay’rite full obey. . [2 
a Ah! 
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Ah! if fhe lend not Arms, -as well as Rules, | 
What can fhe more than teZ ws. we are Fools >. .. 
Teach us to mourn our Nature, not to mend,’ 
A fharp. Accufer, but a helplefs Friend! — 
Or from a Fudge turn Pleader, to perfuade - 
The Choice we make, ‘or juftify it-madé;- 
Proud of an eafy Conqueft: all alond, - 
— She. but removes weak Paffions for. the:ftrong;. 
So, when fall Humours gathér to 2 Gout,. 
The Dodétor fancies he has: driv’n em out. | 
Yes: Nature’s Road muft.ever be prefer'd; © 
Reafon is:here no Guide, but full a Gard; oe, 
"Tis her’s to rectify, not overthrow, 
And treat this Paffion morée..as Friend’ than Foe : 
Like varying Winds, :by other Paflions: toft, °_ 
This drives them -conftant: to: a certain Coaft. _ 
Let Pow’r or Knowledge, Gold, or ‘Glory, pleafe, 
Or (oft more ftrong than all)~the Love.of Eafe: 
‘Thro’ Life.’tis follow’d, ev’n. at: Life’s Expence ; 
The Merchant’s ‘Toil, the Sage’s Indolence, 
The Monk’s Humility; the Hero’s Pride, 
And all alike, find Reafon on their fide. - 
— | Th 


( #5 ) 
Th’ Eternal: Art, educing’ Good from H.- -i) AN 


Grafts on this, Paffion .oar.-be ft ——: Sete Gat 

Tis thus, the: Mercury of Man is-fix'd; fant 
Strong grows the Virtue-with his Nature. nintd tet + ( 
The.-Drofs cements what. elfe were, too refin’d, + nS 


And in one Inereft..Body; acts with ‘Mind. 4 53, , 
As Fruits: ungrateful ..to the. Planter’s.;care’, \ - 

On . Savage flocks, inferted; learn-to !bear;1;;  * 

The fureft Virtyes thus;from Paffions .fhoot,: *_ 

Wild. Nature’s Vigour...working at the Root. : '/ 

What !Grops .of- Wit and -Honefty appear, .' 

From Spleen, from Obftinacy, Hate. or. Fear! os 

See Anger, Zeal and ‘Fortitude fupply 3 | ::-475 

Ev’n Av’rice, Prudence ; Sloth, Philofophy 5. 7% 

Envy, to which th’ignoble Mind’s a flave,. 

Is Emulation in. the Learn’d or Brave: 

Nor Virtue, Male or Female, can we name, 

But what or grows on Pride, or grows on Shame.“ 
Thus Aeture gives us (let it check our si 

The Virtue neareft to our: Vice ally’d ; 

Reafon the Byas turns to Good bias lil, 

And Nero reigns a Titus, if he will. | 
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The fiery Soul abhorr’d in Catabine,.: = «+ 
In Decius charms, in Curtius is. divine. ee. 


The fame Ambition can deftroy:or fave, 


And makes a Patriot as it makes a: Knave. - 
This Light and Darknefs in our Chaos join’d,: 

What fhall divide? The God within the Mind. ’ 

Tho’ each by turns. the-othet’s-bound ‘invade, : 

As in fome. well-wrought Picture Light and: Shade, 

And oft fo mix, the. diffrence is tob. nice =) 

Where ‘ends the Virtue, ‘or begins the Vice: 

Fools! who. from: hence ‘into thé Notion fall, - - 

That Vice.or Virtue there:is nore at all. 

If. white and black, blend, ‘foften, and unite ~ -.- 

A thoufand ways, is there no black or white 2. ° 

Ask your.own Heart, and nothing 1s fo plain ; 

Tis to miftake them, cofts the Time and Pain. . 
Vice‘ is a Monfter of fo frightful mien, . 

As, to be hated, needs but to be feen; 

But feen too oft, familiar with her Face, 

We firft endure, then pity, then embrace. - 

A Cheat! a Whore ; who ftarts not at the. Name, 

In all the Inns of Court, or Drury Lane? .. °. 

| | But 
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But wheré the Point of Vice, was ne’er apteed: 
Ask where’s the North ? at York ’tis on the Tweed, 
In Scotland at the Orcades, and. there 
At Greenland, 'Zembla, or the Lord knows where. 
No Creature owns it,. in the firft degree, _ 

But thinks his Neighbour farther gone than he. * 
Ev’n thofe who dwell beneath her very Zone, 
Or never feel the Rage, or neverown; © 
What happier Natures fhrink at with Afftight, 
The hard Inhabitant contends is right. | 


Virtuous and vicious evry Man mutft be, 


_. Few. in th’ Extreme; but all in the degree: =... 


The Rogue and Fool by fits is fair and wife, ..”. 

And ev’n the beft by fits what they defpife. - 

"Tis but by Parts we follow Good or Il, 

For, Vice or Virtue, Self directs it fill; | 

Each Individual feeks a fev’ral- Goal: 

‘But Heav’y’s creat View is One,and that the WHOLE: 

That counter-works each Folly and Caprice ; 

That difapoints th’ Effect of ev'ry Vice. 
That 
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That happy. Frailties to all Rauks apply’d,. 
Shame to the Virgin, to the Matron.‘ Pride, — 
Fear to the Statefman, Rafbnefs to the Chief, _ 
To Kings Prefumption, and to Crowds: Belief. 
That Virtue’s Ends from Vanity can raile, 
Which feeks no Int’reft, no Reward but Praife. 
And builds on Wants, and on Defeéts of Mind, ... 
The. Foy, the Peace, the Glory, of Mankind. - -: - 

Heav’n forming each on other to.depend, : -/., 
A-*Mafter, or a Servant, or a Friend, 
Bids each on other for Affiftance call,. . 
Till one man’s Weaknefs grows the Strength of all.. 
Wants, Frailties, Paffions, clofer ftill allye: ~:~: 
The common. Int’reft, or endear the. Tye: 
To thefe we. owe true Friendfhip, Love: fincere, 
Each home-felt Joy that Life inherits here! 
Yet from the fame we learn, in its decline, 
Thofe Joys, thofe Loves, thofe Int’refts to refign? 
Taught half by Reafon, half by mere Decay, 
To welcome Death, and calmly :pafs away. 
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Whate’er the Paffiak} Knowledge, ‘Fameé, or Pelf}:- 
Not one will charge his:Neighbour with himfelf:. 
The Leath’d.aré happy... Nature. to explore; _ ,. : 
The Fool ’is ‘Happy,/that:he knows no.more;) =!) 
The Rich: are. happy a ithe Plenty gFVen }.. eae 
The Poor :contents -him ‘with :the Care.6f Heaven. 
See the blind Beggar dance, the Cripple fing, 
The Sot a Hero, Lunatic a King, 

The ftarving Chymift in his golden Views 
Supreamly bleft, ‘the: Poet. in’ his’ Mufe. 


See! fome ftrange Comfort ev’ry State attend, 

And Pride beftow’d on all, a common Friend ; 
See! fome fit Paffion' ev "ry Age fupply, 
Hope travels-thro’, ‘nor — us when we die. 

—- > ?Till then, “Opinio sild with varying rays 
Thofe painted Clouds. that beautify our Days ; 
Each want of Happinefs by Hope fupply’d, 
And each Vacuity of Senfe by Pride. 
Thefe build up all that Knowledge can deftroy ; 


In Folly’s Cup ftill laughs the Bubble, ‘oy; 
: EF, One 
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One: Profpedt ‘loft, -ahothes (ill. whe gin, ee 
And not a Wanity:is-giv’n id vain go bid sii sh 


Even mean Sef: Love becomes, by Fordg divine, -:! | 
The Scale:to:meafurd others! Wants Hy-thine.i <<] 


| See! and confefs:-oid Comfort fall! must: infe, <1 
*Fis. this, tho’ Aue s' a Fool, wet Lom: 0s oe 
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